
 

 
The	Snite	Museum	of	Art	announces	an	intimate	look	at	the	work	of	
Chinese	artist	Chao	Shao-an.	
	
	
FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE			December	2,	2019	
	
	
Chao Shao-an: Moments between Worlds 
February 4 - June 20, 2020 
Scholz Works on Paper Gallery 
 
NOTRE	DAME,	IN.		 
Chao Shao-an (趙少昂, 1905-1998) lived a momentous life vividly expressed through brush and 
ink over a nearly eighty-year career as an artist.  This intimate exhibition of seventeen works are 
drawn from the collection of Chao Shao-an’s family and feature detailed yet poetic images of the 
natural world for which the artist developed an international reputation.  These album leaf 
paintings highlight Chao Shao-an’s remarkable ability to capture the essence of subtle moments 
in nature through vibrant brushwork and coloration. 
 
The artist came of age in the southern Chinese province of Guangzhou in the early years 
following the collapse of China’s last imperial dynasty. During this period of rapid change, Chao 
began his first apprenticeship in ink painting under one of the three masters of the Lingnan 
School of painting -- famous for creatively blending international painting methods and materials 
onto a foundation of traditional Chinese technique. Chao Shao-an took over responsibility for the 
Lingnan School and began his career as an award-winning artist that brought recognition to the 
Lingnan style across the globe. 
 
Through the unrest of the Japanese occupation of China during World War II and the subsequent 
civil war, Chao developed a style that emphasized the traditional category of bird-and-flower 
painting and the close study of nature. From the 1930s-1960s, Chao Shao-an traveled around the 
world for solo and group exhibitions across Asia, Europe, and the United States. During that 
time, he settled permanently in Hong Kong in 1948 and established the Lingnan Art Studio in his 
residence. There, he mentored generations of students in the Lingnan method and ensured its 
place as one of the most influential styles of twentieth century Chinese ink painting. 
 
“In a remarkable continuation of Chao’s international legacy, two generations of his descendants 
have attended the University of Notre Dame and have made this distinguished exhibition a 
possibility” offers Director Joseph Antenucci Becherer. The exhibition is curated by Fletcher 
Coleman from the Department of Art, Art History and Design and made possible through the 
partnership of the Liu Institute for Asia and Asian Studies. 



 
 
	

	
	
Chao	Shao-an,	Chinese,	1905	-	1998	
Pomegrante:	Seeds	of	an	Open	Pomegranate	
Ink	and	pigment	on	paper	
Courtesy	of	the	Artist’s	family.	
	
	
	
MEDIA	CONTACT:	If	you	would	like	high	resolution	images	or	in-depth	information,	please	
contact	Gina	Costa,	Marketing	and	Public	Relations	Program	Manager,	(574)	631-4720,	
gcosta@nd.edu	
	
	
About	The	Snite	Museum	of	Art,	University	of	Notre	Dame	
Considered	one	of	the	finest	university	art	museums	in	America,	the	Snite	Museum's	
permanent	collection	contains	over	25,000	works	that	represent	many	cultures	and	
periods	of	world	art	history.	Exceptional	holdings	include	the	Jack	and	Alfrieda	Feddersen	
Collection	of	Rembrandt	Etchings,	the	Noah	L.	and	Muriel	S.	Butkin	Collection	of	19th-
Century	French	Art,	the	John	D.	Reilly	Collection	of	Old	Master	and	19th-Century	Drawings,	
the	Janos	Scholz	Collection	of	19th-Century	European	Photographs,	the	Mr.	and	Mrs.	
Russell	G.	Ashbaugh	Jr.,	Collection	of	Meštrović	Sculpture	and	Drawings,	the	George	Rickey	
Sculpture	Archive,	and	the	Virginia	A.	Marten	Collection	of	18th-Century	Decorative	Arts.	



Other	collection	strengths	include	Olmec	and	Mesoamerican	art,	20th-century	art,	and	
Native	American	art.	
	
Sculpture	is	displayed	in	the	Mary	Loretto	and	Terrence	J.	Dillon	Courtyard	and	in	The	
Charles	B.	Hayes	Family	Sculpture	Park.	
	
	
Snite	Museum	of	Art	 	 	 	
The	University	of	Notre	Dame	
100	Moose	Krause	Circle	
Notre	Dame,	IN	46556	
Phone:	(574)	631-5466	
Fax:	(574)	631-8501	
sniteart@nd.edu	
sniteartmuseum.nd.edu	
	
Directions:	nd.edu/visitors/directions	

Hours:	
Tuesday–Friday,	10:00	a.m.–5:00	p.m.		
Thursday	evening	until	7:30	p.m.	
Saturday,	12	noon–5:00	p.m.		
	
Closed	Sunday,	Monday,	and	major	holidays.		
	
	
Admission	is	free

	
 


